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1.  OFFICE BEARERS 
 
At the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday,16

th
 November, 2014 at Christ Church St Laurence, 

George Street (near Railway Square), Sydney, the twenty-four members present elected the following 
office bearers:               

President    Hugh Knight 
Vice Presidents   Greg Cunningham, Peter Jewkes 

Honorary Treasurer    Kerrie Keene 
Honorary Secretary    Geoff Lloyd 

 
The following members were elected to the Committee: 
 

Andrew Davidson, Robert Fox, Godelieve Ghavalas, Garry Hoyle and Peter Meyer. 
 
It is accepted practice that the elected president also assumes the office of Dean of the Sydney Chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists and the elected secretary also assumes the office of Secretary of the 
Sydney Chapter of the American Guild of Organists as well as the Public Officer under the Associations 
Incorporation Act. 
 
 
2.  PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
I am completing my five year term as President of the OMSS at this year’s Annual General Meeting. 
 
It’s been a privilege to have a committee that’s shared the tasks needed to keep the Society running 
smoothly. 
 
The Sydney Organ Journal continues to provide news and views of the organ scene in Sydney and 
beyond, and Peter Meyer does a great job in putting it together.  The increase in colour photos makes it 
even more interesting reading.  Timely notices of coming events are provided to members though regular 
e-letters issued by Garry Hoyle. 
 
We have now held three Sydney Organ Academies.  These have required an enormous effort from 
Godelieve Ghavalas and her helpers, and have provided opportunities for students to get excellent 
guidance from the expert tutors, to play fine instruments and to mix with their peers from other parts of 
Australia. 
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The Sydney Organ Competition continues to be an important event in the calendar.  The change in date 
to the October holiday Monday has been received, and in recent years we have been able to use 
international adjudicators.  The support of our prize donors is vital in continuing to maintain the excellent 
standard, and we thank them most sincerely: 

The Sheppard family, the Federated Music Clubs of Australia, the Friends of the Sydney Town 
Hall, the Vern-Barnett family, Ellen Dyer and Betty Roberts. 

 
We continue to advertise organ concerts in Sydney, and to encourage members to attend.  We 
congratulate the organisers of these concerts at the Town Hall, University, cathedrals and churches.  
These concerts have provided venues for visiting organists from overseas, as well as opportunities for 
local players.  The work done on the famous Hill organ at Sydney Town Hall deserves special praise to 
the Lord Mayor and Council for their support, and to our member Peter Jewkes, and his staff for their 
excellent work. 
 
We have not neglected to arrange events for our members.  This year, these included organ rambles to  
Woy Woy and Terrigal (Easter Monday), Cobbitty, Camden and Campbelltown (June holiday), and an 
opportunity to play the organ at St Luke’s Mosman.  We also arranged a DVD Evening on Cavaillé-Coll 
organs at St John’s Asquith.  My thanks to all who assisted in these arrangements. 

 
Hugh Knight 
 
 
3.  MEMBERSHIP 

Year Ended 31/8/13 31/8/14 31/8/15  

Ordinary Members 221 217 202  

Pensioners 90 78 79  

Students 12 11 7  

Journal Subscribers 38 33 37  

O/S Journal 
Subscribers 

21 20 14 
 

Total Members and 
Subscribers 

382 359 339 
 

Complimentary 
Journals 

31 18 26 
 

 
4.  LIFE MEMBERS 
 
The Society has five Life Members, viz. 
 

Keith Asboe, Audrey Cummins, Peter Kneeshaw, Howard Pollard and Ron Sharp. 
 
 
5.  SYDNEY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 
 
We now have fifty-five OMSS members who are also members of the AGO Chapter.  There were three 
new chapter members, but six did not renew their subscription, perhaps in response to the higher cost 
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this year.  It was necessary to increase the AGO subscription rates due to the deterioration of the 
Australian dollar against the US dollar. 
 
The OMSS continues to collect the subscriptions and renew in bulk on behalf of AGO chapter members.  
With the exchange rate of around 70 cents to the US dollar, this gives savings.  The 2015 subscriptions 
for the Sydney Chapter were A$85/$60 for regular and special (over 60) members respectively, whereas 
independent membership would cost US$100/$75 and a subscription to The American Organist is US$84 
a year for foreign mailing. 
 
All members receive the monthly magazine The American Organist, which is full of information on the 
organ scene in the US and the world. 
 
The next National Convention will be held in Houston, Texas from 16

th
- 23

rd
 June 2016. 

 
6.  FINANCIAL 
 
(Please also see the Notes in the Financial Statement) 

 

There has been a small surplus of $489.52 this year. A number of factors are acting on the accounts, 

including reductions in interest rates, and therefore earnings, on term deposits and funds held in the Cash 

Manager account.  

 

Journal advertising increased but this did not offset increases in the overall production cost of the journal.  

The Sydney Organ Competition (SOC) was well supported in 2014 with entries and admissions. However, 

overall there was a loss of $733.31 

For the purposes of administrative efficiency the committee has decided to transfer all of our banking to 

Westpac. The transition period is now in progress and we anticipate it will be complete in a year’s time. 

Consequently payments to our bank will have a different number. This is printed on membership forms 

and other documents.  

Our thanks must be extended to David Wheatley for his generous auditing of the Society’s accounting 

documents this year. 

Thanks too to Kerrie Keene, our treasurer, and to Garry Hoyle, membership secretary, who receives and 
banks incoming payments, and maintains the register of members. 
 
 
7.  THE SYDNEY ORGAN JOURNAL 
 
We thank our Editor for his continuing efforts in the production of our Journal. He reports - The editor was 
recently thanked for his work on the grounds that our journal is no longer controversial. However this, if 
true, is not necessarily complimentary. Four numbers of Volume 46 of The Sydney Organ Journal were 
published in 2014-2015 and they varied between 48 and 56 pages in length. The variation is indicative of 
some slight falling off in members' contributions.  
 
Such debate as there has been has been very polite, as it should be, but perhaps it lacks sufficient vigour 
and thrust to tempt or provoke a response.  
 
This is your Journal and over thirty members have taken possession of it by their contributions during the 
year. This represents about ten per cent of our total individual membership. There remains plenty of 
space and plenty of silent members who could make interesting contributions if they wished.   
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An unusually interesting example was set this year by Dr Carmen Cheong-Clinch who told us in autumn 
about her doctoral research into the therapeutic uses of music for mental health. How does your 
involvement with the organ and organ music interact with your career, child-care, business or retirement? 
More of our readers would be interested to know than you may think. You do not need to have a Ph.D or 
any other degree to pass on interesting experience. 
 
I must thank many people for their contributions of articles, photographs, interviews, letters to the editor, 
reviews and advertising. To our printers: Beeprint. To Hugh Knight and Geoff Lloyd for giving me the 
benefit of their years of experience and service to our Society and to the young ones for their enthusiasm 
and bright smiles. To all whose quiet words of thanks lighten the task and give so much encouragement.  
Thank you. 
 
Peter Meyer 
 
 
8.  SOCIETY’S WEBSITE <www.omss.org.au> 
 
Over the past twelve months, the web site has continued to grow and be updated.  Members often email 
photos of instruments in Sydney, taken with their mobile phones, to the webmaster for addition to the 
organ web pages.  Corrections to specifications are also noted and updated. 
 
The concert diary pages involve the most work with all known organ recitals in the Sydney area regularly 
added to these pages.   
 
The Positions Vacant and For Sale pages continue to attract many advertisements and mostly reach an 
audience which either purchases the items for sale or applies for the various positions being offered.  
These pages seem to be fulfilling a much better role than formerly just advertising in the Sydney Organ 
Journal as the ads can be placed immediately without needing to wait until the next Journal is published. 
 
The OMSS website has been available for some eighteen years and our webmaster, Mark Quarmby, 
deserves our congratulations for maintaining this important part of our operation. 
 
 
9. CONCERT DIARY 
 
Following changes to our procedures and the moving interstate of Stuart Watkins, whose valuable 
involvement in producing the Concert Diary was much appreciated, it was possible to allocate the diary 
preparation to Garry Hoyle. Thank you, Garry, for undertaking this additional task, which includes 
coordination with Mark Quarmby, our webmaster, who maintains the website diary and with Peter Meyer, 
who produces The Sydney Organ Journal. 
 
It is worth noting that one of the great difficulties in compiling an adequate diary is the receipt of timely 
information for inclusion therein. 
 
 
10.  EMAIL NEWSLETTER 
 
The E-Letter continues to be produced by Garry Hoyle, our membership secretary. Its regular 
transmission to members is a valuable service. Thank you, Garry.  
 
We do remind you again that any change to your email address should be reported as soon as possible. 
Failure to do this will result in non arrival of the E-Letter. 
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11. YOUNG ORGANIST NEWSLETTER 
 
Started in 2008, we issued twenty-five eNewsletters.  However in chatting with various young organists, it 
was found that none had even opened the attachment.  Being specifically aimed at the youth, Godelieve 
thought it better to place her efforts elsewhere, such as organ academies. 

Thank you, Godelieve, for your work over some six years in compiling and editing the YOUTH News. And 
thank you, too, to all who contributed. 
 
 
12. YOUNG ORGANISTS in Broadcasts and Recitals 
 
We continue to support and encourage our young organists. Judy Deacon of Fine Music FM (formerly 
2MBS-FM) has continued an active role in promoting organ music played by young talented organists to 
go to air. The recordings used are those of the Organ Competitions and are usually broadcast in 
November. Although technically outside of the scope of this report, we feel it worthwhile to advise that 
The Young Virtuoso Award Finals at the Verbrugghen Hall on 18

th
 October 2015 included an opening 

prelude and a postlude played on the organ.  

St Mary’s Cathedral recital series included a special recital for young organists sponsored by OMSS.  
What a wonderful recital, but again we ask where our members are.  Do they ever venture out to hear live 
music? 

The Rising Star Series at St Andrews Cathedral during January brought so few audience members that 
we made a decision to let this great idea go.   With teachers having to help students in the school 
holidays also meant that teachers never really have a time of rest to re-energize. 

Ross Cobb does invite young organists to play during the year at the Thursday lunch time recital series at 
St Andrew’s Cathedral as does Mark Quarmby for his recital series at St Stephen’s Macquarie Street 

It is usual to invite the winner of the Intermediate section of the Sydney Organ Competition to present our 
AGM recital. However, due to coincidental factors, we were able to have Richard Hills FRCO (UK) as our 
recitalist at the 2014 AGM. 
 
 

13.  RADIO BROADCASTS 

Broadcasting of organ music continues on Fine Music 102.5 FM, and is streamed live to the internet from 
finemusicfm.com. Andrew Grahame continues into his 14th year with his work as programmer and 
presenter of the Society’s monthly programme “Colours of the King”. 
 
A change in programme time was made from 10

th
 January 2015 where, although still on the second 

Saturday of each month, “Colours of the King” is broadcast from 6.00 pm rather than the former 5.00 pm. 
 
Thank you to our Andrew Grahame for the time, effort and expertise he gives to presenting “Colours of 
the King”. 
 
 
14.  THE SYDNEY ORGAN COMPETITION 

 
The Open section was held at St Andrew’s Cathedral, the Intermediate section at the Verbrugghen Hall of 
the Sydney Conservatorium and the Junior at Sydney Grammar School on Monday 6

th
 October, 2014. 

 
Participants 7 – 7 – 10 respectively.  The Adjudicators were Sietze de Vries and Nigel Allcoat.  
 



OMSS Annual Report 2015  Page 6 of 7 
 

We continue to enjoy the support of our donors, who are thanked for their involvement during the course 
of each competition.  Their support is invaluable to our Society.  We are also grateful to those who help to 
avail us of their pipe organs and allowing for time for the participants to rehearse.  
 
 
15.  FUNCTIONS 
 
 (i) Rambles 

 
Organ rambles held during the year were: 
 

 Woy Woy and Terrigal on Easter Monday 6
th
 April 

 

 Cobbity, Camden and Campbelltown on Queens Birthday holiday 8
th
 June 

 (ii)           Activities 

 Sydney Organ Competition on Labour Day, 6
th
 October. Junior and Intermediate sections at 

Sydney Grammar School and Sydney Conservatorium respectively. Open section in the evening 
at St Andrew’s Cathedral. 

 

 Young Organists’ Day at Sydney Town Hall on Wednesday 31
st
 December. 

 

 Reception for members at St Mary’s Cathedral after the Australia Day recitals at St Stephen’s 
Macquarie Street and at St Mary’s. 
 

 DVD Night at St John’s Asquith on 2
nd

 May. Based on Fugue State Films – Franck/Cavaille Coll 
DVDs. 
. 

  Players’ Afternoon at St Luke’s Mosman on 4
th
 July. 

 
To all who have assisted with arranging and conducting all of these functions, and to all the churches and 
other venues for their support we extend gracious thanks. 

 
Would you be able to arrange a ramble? We need you. Please contact the Secretary. 
 
 
16.  SYDNEY SUMMER ORGAN ACADEMY 
 
We have not held an academy since the second one in December 2012.  
 
Sydney Conservatorium did hold an academy from 30

th
 September to 6

th
 October 2014 when the Con 

Academy presenter was Mr Sietze de Vries (who was also able to adjudicate at the Sydney Organ 
Competition) of the Netherlands. 
 
However, we can report that planning is well advanced for the third Sydney Organ Academy to be held at 
the end of September 2015. 
 
 
17.   LIBRARY FACILITIES 
 
The library continues to be housed at St Stephen's, Macquarie Street.  It doesn't get a lot of use by 
Society members but is regularly used by the musicians working at the church and the occasional 
organist who comes to the organ recital series.   
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Occasionally requests are made to see if a certain item is available amongst the various collections but 
with no complete database, this involves manually searching through the various collections which have 
been organised in alphabetical order by composer. 

This service for members is administered by Mark Quarmby. Thank you, Mark. 
 
 
18.  DEPUTY ORGANISTS 
 
Andrew Davidson continues to maintain the Register of Deputy Organists.  Of late, there has not been a 
heavy demand for the services of the register. Participants are always welcome.  Andrew’s contacts are 

by mobile 0414 385311 or email <ad046@hotmail.com>. Thank you, Andrew. 
 
 
19.  CONCLUSION 
 
Thank you to President Hugh Knight for his leadership over the past five years. Thanks also to the other 
office-bearers of the association (as referred to in the terms of the Constitution) - Vice Presidents, Greg 
Cunningham and Peter Jewkes; Treasurer, Kerrie Keene and Secretary, Geoff Lloyd, and to Committee 
members, Andrew Davidson, Robert Fox, Godelieve Ghavalas, Garry Hoyle and Peter Meyer. 

Would you like to join the committee? We’d love to have you – watch out for nomination time next year. 

    The Committee 

mailto:ad046@hotmail.com

